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king's bust are the latest type in use at the Koyal
mint previous to the restoration of Henry VI. The
groats particularly resemble in everything but the mint-
mark the cross fitchee groats of London.

THE CALAIS MINT.

Were any coins struck at the Calais Mint ? As early
as 1463, in consequence of a petition from the Commons,
a statute was enacted containing several regulations
respecting the staple at Calais, and providing that from
the Feast of St. Michael next ensuing no persons should
sell any wool, &c., to the said staple but for ready
payment, one half to be in lawful money of England, or
in plate or bullion of silver or gold; and that all the
plate and bullion be carried into the mint at Calais to be
coined. It has been generally assumed that nothing
resulted from this regulation, but I think there are strong
reasons to the contrary. Wyon describes a special great
seal of Edward IV, for French affairs (presumably). It
has a rose en soleil on each side of the pedestal of the
throne, and each word of the legend on both sides is
divided by fleurs-de-lys. Now, there are ryals, half-ryals,
and quarter-ryals having the sun or crown mint-mark
which are in detail very much in accord with this great
seal, and I think there is good reason for supposing
that they were struck at the Calais Mint. The ryal has
a lys over the sail of the ship [PL XIV. 4] ; the half-ryal
has the same mark in the waves under the ship [PL XIV. 6];
and the quarter-ryal has a lys between each word of the
legend on one or both sides. One of these latter in my
collection was procured at Boulogne, and was from a
hoard of gold coins, chiefly of Charles the Bold, found